Dr. Channa Pinchasi, Yalta: on Judaism, Women, Anger, and Gender

Ulla happened upon the house of Rav Nahman. He ate
bread, recited Grace after Meals, and gave the cup of
blessing to Rav Nahman.

Rav Nahman said to him: Master, please send the cup of

blessing to Yalta.
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Ulla said to him: Rabbi Yohanan said as follows: The fruit
of a woman’s belly is blessed only from the fruit of a
man’s belly, as it is stated: “And He will bless the fruit of
your belly” (Deuteronomy 7:13). “the fruit of her belly”

was not stated. Rather, “the fruit of your belly.” ...

PN : PN 227 IN I 7D NN
NON 72NN NYN DY Ava 9
T72Y7 NIV YOIN DY 1302 1910
"9393-79

73192579 NON NI XD 7Iva M9
(»:3 027

When Yalta heard, she arose in a rage, entered the wine-

storage, and broke four hundred barrels of wine.
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Rav Nahman said to Ulla: Let the Master [Ulla] send her

another cup.
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Ulla sent her, saying: all of the wine in this barrel is wine

of blessing.
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She sent him: From itinerant peddlers come blathering, and

from rags, lice.
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12 And it shall come to pass, because ye hearken to
these ordinances, and keep, and do them, that the

""" LORD thy God shall keep with thee the covenant and
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the mercy which He swore unto thy fathers,

13 and He will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply
thee; He will also bless the fruit of thy belly and the
fruit of thy land, thy corn and thy wine and thine oil,
the increase of thy kine and the young of thy flock, in

the land which He swore unto thy fathers to give thee.




Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot De'ot, Chapter 2, Halacha 3.

Anger is also an exceptionally bad quality. It is fitting and proper that one move away
from it and adopt the opposite extreme. He should school himself not to become angry
even when it is fitting to be angry...

The early Sages said: Anyone who becomes angry is like one who worships idols. They
also said: Whenever one becomes angry, if he is a wise man, his wisdom leaves him; if
he is a prophet, his prophecy leaves him. The life of the irate is not true life.

Therefore, they have directed that one distance himself from anger and accustom
himself not to feel any reaction, even to things which provoke anger. This is the good
path.

This is the way of the righteous: They accept humiliation, but do not humiliate others;
they listen when they are shamed, but they do not answer; they do this with love and are
joyous in their sufferings. Of them, Judges 5:31 states: "And those who love Him are

like the sun when it comes out in its strength."
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